
A Letter From the President 
“What you do makes a difference, and you have to decide what kind of difference you 

want to make.” – Jane Goodall
On September 14, 1976, nine concerned Framingham residents submitted Articles of Organization and a $30 filing fee 
to the State of Massachusetts…and the Framingham Animal Humane Society (renamed MetroWest Humane Society in 
2000) was established. The all-volunteer, non-profit Corporation was originally organized, “To provide funds for the 
care and treatment of dogs, cats and other domestic animals; to aid and assist in locating shelter and nourishment 
for them; to provide by means of discussion, meetings, lectures, letters and otherwise the education of the public in 
the proper care and treatment of animals; and generally to promote the health, welfare and humane treatment of 
animals.”

The founders focused tirelessly on reducing the number of stray and feral cats 
in Framingham by trapping, socializing and rehoming cats and kittens. The 
organization grew as more passionate animal lovers came together, realizing 
they could make a real difference by helping cats in need find loving homes. 
FAHS didn’t have a shelter – the cats were housed in cages in attics and later 
in a kennel with no running water – until the house at 30 Pond Street in 
Ashland became our “forever” home. 

This year is the 50th anniversary of our beloved MetroWest Humane 
Society. MWHS has come a long way from the early days, but much remains 
the same. Like our founders, we are still a group of passionate, dedicated 
individuals working to make a difference by helping cats in our care and in 

the community. We are still working tirelessly to reduce the number of stray 
and feral cats, but now in the wider MetroWest area. I am truly grateful to all the MWHS volunteers who came before 
us, whose selfless dedication and passion have allowed us to continue doing our important work today. To thank those 
volunteers, we will devote our Summer 2026 issue of Paw Prints to the 50-year history of the MetroWest Humane 
Society.

But we didn’t do all this by ourselves. Since 1976, your 
extraordinary and enduring generosity has kept our doors open 
to all needy felines. Your donations, volunteerism, support, 
and love have sustained our very special mission, and for that 
we are tremendously grateful. Without you, MWHS would not 
exist. Together we are an incredible team that has made so 
many positive differences in the lives of our cats for 50 years!

I was so blessed to be welcomed into the MWHS family when 
I moved back to Massachusetts after retiring in 2015. Now as 
a MWHS volunteer, adoption counselor, and Board member, I 
feel like this is where I am supposed to be. Working to help our cats is my way of giving back for all the blessings I have 
received in my life, and I know this is the kind of difference I was meant to make. Please choose to make a difference by 
continuing to help MWHS carry on our vital work of love and healing well into the future by volunteering, donating, and 
supporting this incredible organization. 

Winter 2026

With much love and gratitude,	
				  

Maria Balzarini



Adoption Hours
Adoptions are by appointment after approval of an 
adoption application. Please go to our website for more 
information.

Directory of Services
Shelter………………………..… 508-875-3776
Volunteers…………………….. 508-875-3776
Fundraising…………………… 508-875-3776
Adoption Information.……. 508-875-3776
Foster Care.……………....….. 508-875-3776
Cat/Room Sponsor…..……. 508-875-3776

Shelter Address
MetroWest Humane Society
30 Pond Street (Rte. 126), Ashland, MA 01721

Mailing Address
P.O. Box 1068, Framingham, MA 01701

Email: mwhspaw@yahoo.com
www.MetroWestHumaneSociety.org
Please contact us with any questions, change 
of address, general information, etc.

Board of Directors
Maria Balzarini, President
Cheryl Mitcham, Vice President/Clerk 
John Faiman, Treasurer
Karen Liptak, Secretary
Kristen Mansur, Director
Carol Shapiro, Director

Honorary Executive Board
Kiley Black, Esq.
Anthony Buono, Esq.
Susan M. Rabaut, D.V.M.
Elizabeth Russell, D.V.M.
Sister Thrift

Past Presidents
Carol Marchione
Sheryl A. Merchant
Leslie Croci-Reed

AdoptionsAdoptions
Meet Your New Best Friend
Although kittens are incredibly cute and fun, please 
consider the adult and timid cats at the shelter 
when adopting another pet. Please call 508-875-
3776 for more information, or email adoptions@
metrowesthumanesociety.org.

Volunteer!
You Can Make a Difference
Our MWHS Volunteer Program provides a wide variety 
of opportunities for concerned caring individuals to 
help make a difference in the lives of animals. We are 
always in need of volunteers to help clean the shelter, 
feed the cats, and socialize our timid cats and kittens. 
You’d be amazed at how socialization helps advance 
the shy/semi-social cats toward being adoptable. If you 
can devote time to helping us, please call the shelter 
at 508-875-3776 or go to our website and submit a 
Volunteer Application. You must be 17 years old or older 
to volunteer.

Foster Care!
A Great Way to Volunteer
If you can foster kittens for a few weeks, MWHS will find 
them homes for life. We need short-term and long-term 
foster homes for adult cats as well. We receive calls every 
day to help with strays, but our shelter can only house 
a certain number of animals. You can really help us by 
fostering! Please call 508-875-3776 for more information.

MWHS on Facebook & Instagram
Are you a fan of MetroWest Humane Society on 
Facebook and Instagram? Go to our Facebook page and 
click “LIKE” to become a fan or follow us on Instagram.

Tell all your friends how great MWHS is and to become 
fans too! Keep up with all the news on our Facebook 
page: Adoptions on Monday, Pictures of the Week on 
Wednesday, Happy Tail Thursdays, as well as other 
news, events, and volunteer opportunities.

To date, we have over 4,190 followers on Facebook and 
419 on Instagram...and counting!
Help us build our Facebook presence, and also check
out photos of our cats and our friends on Instagram.

www.facebook.com/metrowesthumanesociety
www.instagram.com/metrowest_humane_society

Mission Statement
An advocate for animal welfare, MWHS focuses on the well-being of cats in the MetroWest Boston area, including 
finding loving homes or providing life-long care while educating the community and reducing the feral/stray cat 
population. MWHS is a volunteer-led, non-profit, no-kill shelter dependent on charitable donations.

A very special thank you to Alana Anoskey for 
administering our website.

The MWHS Connection
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Make your car a vehicle for change. 

Let your car tell the world that you care about animals! By purchasing a Massachusetts Animal Coalition 
“I’m Animal Friendly” license plate, you will be contributing to a program that supports statewide spay/neuter 
surgeries for cats, dogs, and rabbits. For more information, and to order your own license plate, please go to https://
massanimalcoalition.org/programs/license-plate/. They also make great gifts for animal lovers in your life! 

Thanks to individuals who have purchased and renewed the “I’m Animal Friendly” license plate, thousands of animals 
receive spay and neuter services every year.  MAC distributes funds raised through sales of the plate to non-profit animal 
shelters, rescue groups, and municipal animal control agencies in Massachusetts.  

Help animals in your community by spreading the word about the “I’m Animal 
Friendly” license plate! Spay/neuter is one of the most humane ways to 
decrease the number of homeless animals and the need for affordable 
spay/neuter is growing. Spay and neuter surgeries are expensive, especially 
for non-profit organizations working hard to find homes for animals.

Thank you for supporting animals!

We are happy to announce that Annabelle Lebas has been 
promoted to Shelter Manager! 

Annabelle and her husband, Adam, moved to 
Framingham from France in 2021 and she started 
volunteering at MWHS. We quickly realized that 
Annabelle was a cat whisperer extraordinaire! She 
has been our assistant shelter manager for the last 4 
years, during which time she has demonstrated a strong 
understanding of feline health, behavior, and shelter 
medicine. Annabelle’s exceptional feline handling skills 
and calm, intuitive approach has transformed the way we 
manage our cats in the shelter. 

Annabelle has an undergraduate degree in Economics and 
Management, and a master’s degree in Organizational Management specializing in CSR and 
Environmental Issues. No wonder she likes organizing so much! We – and our cats – are 
thrilled to have Annabelle as our shelter manager!

Meet Our New Shelter Manager!
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We are dedicated to improving the well-being of 
cats and kittens from our community that enter 
our shelter. One way to do this is by placing them 
in forever homes; but for some cats, this can take a 
while. Because we are a no-kill shelter, we provide 
a safe place for these cats as long as needed.

With our Sponsor-A-Cat/Room Program, your 
monthly donation helps us provide food, a com-
fortable and safe place to sleep, and medical care. 
With many shy/harder-to-adopt cats at the shelter, 
these costs can be high. Your donation will go a 
long way toward providing for these cats.

Please see the cats and rooms available for spon-
sorship on page 6. Select the room number or in-
dividual cat that you would like to sponsor in 2026 
and choose the amount of your monthly donation 
($10, $20, or whatever works best for you). Please 
print and fill out the Sponsor-A-Cat/Room coupon 
on page 19 and mail it with your first donation. 
Each month you will receive a pledge reminder and 
a picture of the cat(s) you are sponsoring.

You can make your initial donation by check or 
credit card; however, monthly donations can only 
be made using checks, PayPal, or recurring pay-
ments from your bank. If you prefer, you can re-
ceive your reminder and photos via e-mail. Please 
indicate this as your preference and include your 
e-mail address.

Are you looking for a unique gift 
that makes a difference?
Give the gift of a MWHS cat or room sponsor to 
the animal lovers in your life. You’ll receive the 
monthly pledge reminder and photos of the cats 
will be mailed to the recipient of your gift.

The MWHS Sponsor-A-Cat/Room 
Program is very special, and we 
would like you to join our many 
members who are already part of
this essential program.

Many thanks to Sister Thrift for 
generously supporting MWHS 
for over 20 wonderful years!!!

Discover thrift store shopping and help the 
MetroWest Humane Society at the same time! Since 
2004, Sister Thrift has been raising funds in support 
of MWHS through the sale of donated goods at their 
two stores.

Please help MWHS by making a donation 
of gently-used clothing or household items 
during regular business hours. Donations 
are tax deductible and a portion of the 
proceeds from every sale benefits the 
MetroWest Humane Society.

Sister Thrift Donation Centers are located at 1251 
Worcester Road, Framingham, MA (Route 9 West, 
just before Temple Street), and at 370 Pleasant 
Street, Watertown, MA.

Thank you, Sister Thrift, for 
bringing much-needed funds to 
our shelter!

Let’s Go 
Shopping...
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2025 Cat/Room Sponsors
Julia Altman
Adam and Chantal Aramati
Joyce Arslanian
Maria A. Balzarini
Anne Blake
Lorie Blazys
Thomas Bradford
Mary Ann Breen
Deborah and Robert Brown
Karin L. Burgess
Jennifer Cammarn
Mary Casali
Yen Cymerman
Lisa Daigle
Linda Dauphinee
Carol L. DeCourcey
Peter and Darlene Dehman
Michael and Sara DeLaMarre
Jeanne M. Douglass
Paul Farrey
Peter and Janet Feil
Nichole Felix
Jon and Jennifer Ferguson
Andre and Nancy Fortin
Paul, Sallie, Cindy, and Grace Free-
man
Dana Frye

Dianne M. Gallagher
Michael and Diane Mello Goldner
Lisa Grasso
Michael Grenier
James and Carolyn Hanson
Lisa Hood and Robert Pantano
Jane Hutchinson
Lisa Iorio
Michelle Iorio
John and Donna Kiley
Ronald L’Heureux, in memory of 
Marc L’Heureux
Karen Liptak
Thomas Longmoore
Elaine W. Lynnworth
Michele Mahoney
Lorraine Mangione
Patricia Mathews
Richard Mathews
Gene and Betty Matterazzo
Joanne B. May
Steven Mayer
Linda McGrath
Cheryl Mitcham
Stephen Moshkovitz
Michael Mucciolo
Arpi Murray

Kara Nadeau
Laura Pascale
Peter and Elaine Recklet
Linda M. Reffelt
George and Susan Richardson
Suzanne G. Rodkey and Arthur H. 
Moore
Kaveri Roy
Megan Russell
Carol and Daniel Shapiro
Doreen and Philip Sheridan
Debra Silberberg
Kevin and Mary Slamin
Deborah A. Smith
Joy M. Speranza
Dora Teixeira
Stanley and Inge Trzoniec
Elaine and Joseph Tuson
Linda Vaccari
Linda Vaccaro
Abigail Van Vlaenderen
Paul and Sharon Vitale
Marika Whaley
Christina Wheeler
April Yeung
Lorraine P. Zoda

Thank you for your Continued Generosity!

MetroWest Humane Society has been a proud partner in the Best Friends 
Animal Network since July 2022. 

The Best Friends Network is comprised of thousands of public and private 
shelters, rescue groups, spay/neuter organizations, and other animal welfare organizations in all 50 states. It is a coalition 
committed to saving the lives of cats and dogs through collaboration, information-sharing, and implementation of 
proven lifesaving strategies. 

As a Network Partner, MWHS is required to provide monthly shelter intake and outcome statistics to Best Friends. We 
are provided access to support and resources that can help address our specific lifesaving needs, including Shelterluv 
shelter software, grants, research, and support from a dedicated regional team. MWHS has always been a no-kill 
shelter, and we are proud to be part of this coalition of animal welfare organizations working to save lives and to make 
America no-kill.
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You know all those coins that sit on top of your bureau 
collecting dust, or fall out of your pocket and hide under 
the couch cushions? Well, you can put all of these coins to 
good use by donating them! 

So, start collecting all those coins and bring them to the 
shelter where there is a Coins for Cats donation jar in the 
front lobby. It’s a great way to clean out your couch and a 
great fundraiser that goes a long way to help our shelter 
cats and kittens. Our furry friends thank you!

While you are shopping on Amazon, check out the 
MWHS Wish List! You’ll see all the food and supplies 
that we use on a regular basis at the shelter. This makes 
shopping for our kitties even easier! On your Amazon 
page, go to your Accounts & Lists, and click on “Find a 
List or Registry”. Search Metrowest Humane Society, 
click “Remember”, and that’s it. Please consider sharing 
our wish list with your friends and family to make an 
even bigger impact. 

Birthday Fundraiser
MWHS has lots of friends that follow us on Face-
book. Did you know that there is a quick, easy, and 
safe way to raise funds for MWHS using FB? You 
can create a “Donate My Birthday” Fundraiser! 
Connect your FB friends to the cause and increase 
our supporters across FB. People can donate to your 
fundraiser in just a few clicks without leaving FB, 
and MWHS will receive the donations. And, Face-
book charges no fees for donations made to non-
profits, so all the money goes to MWHS! Donations 
to a nonprofit like MWHS are typically tax-deduct-
ible for donors, so please send the names of your 
contributors to MWHS so that we can thank them.

To create a “Donate My Birthday” fundraiser, click 
on the fundraising tab on your Facebook News 
Feed, go to “Raise Money for a Nonprofit Organiza-
tion”, and search for Metro West Humane Society 
Inc. Set your fundraising goal and end date, and 
that’s it! So, if you’re like many of us who love to 
support MWHS, but don’t want or need birthday 
gifts, this fundraiser really is the cat’s meow!

MWHS is part of the PayPal Giving Fund. To make 
MetroWest Humane Society your charity of choice 
on PayPal, log into your PayPal account. Click on the 
“Make an Impact” text on the righthand side of your 
Dashboard. The next page has a “Search for a Charity 
or Fundraiser” box – enter MetroWest Humane Soci-
ety Inc and click Search. A popup box will appear ask-
ing you to confirm this is the charity you’ve chosen. 
Click “Set as Favorite Charity” and you will receive a 
confirmation popup and you are done! 

Another way to support MWHS! Just go to Chewy.com 
and scroll to the “Donate to a Rescue” link. Simply type in 
MetroWest Humane Society as the organization you want 
to support, shop from the list of products we need, then 
check out and let Chewy take it from there, shipping your 
donation direct to the shelter at no extra cost to you. Chewy 
will also send MWHS an email letting us know that you’ve 
made a donation. A purr-fectly easy way to help!
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A Chat with Lorri Ventura
MB: Please tell us about Hazel and why you decided to adopt a companion cat for her.

LV: When we first adopted Hazel, we were told to expect her to be a “spirit cat”. That 
term refers to cats who, like ghosts/spirits, you might see occasionally in your home, 
but who spend most of their time hiding. We didn’t see her at all for the first two 
weeks, even though she was confined to our bedroom! Eventually, we discovered that 
she had crafted a hiding place for herself up inside the boxspring of our bed.

For several months after bringing Hazel home, we believed that she was, indeed, a 
spirit cat. We couldn’t get near her. Taking her to the veterinarian was an ordeal. The 
vet prescribed a sedative for Hazel so that I could catch her and put her in a carrier. It 
typically took about an hour for me to catch and pack her up. 

Gradually, we began to have “Hazel sightings.” By the end of Hazel’s first year with 
us, she was making a point of spending time in the same room I was in, albeit under 
a coffee table or behind a plant. When the mood struck her, she’d get close enough to 
let me pat her. She’d purr while being patted. I knew that she wanted to be a “pet”, not 
a spirit cat, but she didn’t seem to know how to do so. Still, Hazel continued to make 
slow, steady progress. It was a banner day when she began sleeping beside me in bed, 
something she continues to do every night.

Three years after adopting Hazel, our veterinarian suggested that a carefully 
chosen, male cat might serve as a role model for Hazel. I was skeptical and 
waited nearly a year to act on that recommendation. I’m so glad that we adopted 
a second cat! Ezra has become both a role model and, I believe, a therapist for 
Hazel!

MB: How did the Foster to Adopt process work for Hazel and Ezra?

LV: I explained Hazel’s needs to Maria B. at MetroWest Humane Society. 
Maria asked thoughtful questions and made it clear from the start that she was 
committed to helping us find a cat that would be happy in our home with us 
and with Hazel’s rather prickly personality. Maria and another volunteer, Julia, 
both came to our house to meet Hazel and get a sense of whether the proposal 
to adopt a second cat was viable. It meant a great deal to me and my husband to 
have volunteers come to our home and work with us. 

Continued on next page...

A Very Special Foster to Adoption Story
In 2024, I was the adoption counselor working with Lorri Ventura and her husband, 
Wallace Lueders, who wanted to adopt a cat-friendly FIV+ male cat as a companion for 
Hazel, their FIV+ female cat. Hazel had been rescued from a community of feral cats 
in Puerto Rico and when Lorri adopted her several years ago, Hazel was very shy and 
under socialized.

Lorri and Wallace met several of our FIV+ cats; but when handsome Saffron, an 
affectionate orange boy, climbed into Lorri’s lap, they knew he was the one. They took 
Saffron home as Foster to Adopt to ensure a successful introduction to Hazel. I recently 
asked Lorri to share her Foster to Adopt experience with our Paw Prints audience. 
Many thanks to Lorri for her kind words and patience with the process.
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...continued from previous page

Although my husband and I fell in love with calm, confident Ezra right away, we weren’t sure that Hazel would accept 
him. For this reason, we opted to foster Ezra before adopting him. For the first two weeks, we kept the cats separated 
so they couldn’t see each other. Hazel would walk up to the closed door of Ezra’s room, hiss, and run away. I wasn’t 
optimistic.

Before the cats were allowed to see each other, I began switching their cat beds from one’s room to the other’s each 
night, so that each cat would become familiar with the other’s scent. In time, we transitioned from a closed door to two 
stacked baby gates separating the two cats.

Maria returned for a visit during this transition process, and 
we exchanged texts/phone calls almost daily with updates. Her 
encouragement gave us a wonderful boost. Additionally, a video 
chat with animal communicator Cinny Little (https://www.
cinnylittle-intuitive.com/) reassured us that Ezra was coping 
well and that Hazel was quite likely to come around in due time.

Shortly after a second video chat with Cinny, it seemed as if 
a switch flipped inside Hazel. She began reaching playfully 
through the baby gate to interact with Ezra, who was easily 
twice her size and quite a presence. Ever the gentleman, Ezra 
patiently accepted both her visits and her absences.

When we first let them spend time together, about 6 weeks into 
this fostering period, I kept their visits very brief – literally 
just a few minutes at a time – and, amazingly, no clashes ever 
occurred! Ezra sensed Hazel’s insecurities and let her take the 
lead in approaching him. They quickly became buddies. We 
knew then that Ezra was a perfect fit for our family.

Ezra continues to be the same serene “chonk” he was from the beginning. He loves eating 
from our hands, playing with cat toys, and being carried around as if he were a baby. 
From the start, he presented himself as a well-socialized, confident cat. Hazel never did 
any of these things before we adopted Ezra. She does them all now, having learned by 
watching him! When I first began handling Hazel, I wore grilling gloves for protection. 
Look at her today, in my arms and asking for scratches under her neck! She has truly 
blossomed; no one would ever guess that she was formerly feral or a “spirit cat!”   

MB: Do you have any advice for adopters looking for a companion for their pet?

LV: I feel that confident Ezra served as both a role model and a therapist to Hazel, and 
that the support and advice I received from Maria at MetroWest Humane were key to our 
successful adoption. I would encourage future adopters to consider cats that are older 
and/or have special needs. These are the cats most likely to languish in shelters or, alas, 
be euthanized in kill shelters. With time, patience, and good advice from people like the 
staff at MetroWest Humane, I believe that your efforts will be more than repaid by the 
addition of a wonderful cat to your family.

Note – Lorri Ventura is not only the proud mom of Hazel and Ezra, but she is a published poet. When I read her 
original poem, Cat in a Shelter, I was so moved that I asked Lorri if we could include it in this issue of Paw Prints (see 
next page), and she graciously agreed. Thank you, Lorri!

MB: What was your inspiration for your lovely poem, Cat in a Shelter?

LV: One of my daughters volunteered weekly in a shelter when she was an adolescent. Too young to drive, she needed 
me to transport her to and from the shelter, which meant that I became an unofficial volunteer alongside her. The cat 
profiled in my poem represents a composite of the many lonely cats I’ve seen in shelters, and the little girl who sees the 
cat’s inner beauty is representative of some of the happy adoptions I’ve seen.
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The MWHS 2026 Pet Photo Calendar is paws-itively picture perfect thanks 
to you! The contest was a HUGE success and we loved seeing so many 

frame-worthy faces! MANY THANKS to all the photogenic pets, entrants 
and voters that participated! Our hearts are full...and so is our camera roll!

Thanks to Our Sponsors!!
Framingham Animal Hospital

Healthy Paws Veterinary Center
Silk Veterinary Hospital

Thrive Pet Healthcare
The Optical View

Fitness Together Medfield
Matorin Law Office

Sister Thrift

The sun showed up this year for the 18th Annual MWHS Craft Fair, and so did 
our incredible community!! 

With blue skies overhead and so many friendly faces, we had a fantastic day! Thank you to 
our vendors, sponsors, and all who came out to support this beloved event and incredible 
cause. Your enthusiasm and continued support made year 18 truly special. 

We’ll be back again on September 19th, and hopefully the sun will shine on us once again! 

18th Annual MWHS Craft Fair18th Annual MWHS Craft Fair



12

July 1, 2025 to December 31, 2025

In Memory of Peggy Ward – from Leon 
and Ann Green

In Memory of our cat Sophie who jour-
neyed to the Bridge two years ago on July 
the 9th – from Stan and Inge Trzoniec

In Memory of Teresa Nealon Manzo – 
from Margaret and Thomas F. Silva

In Loving Memory of Mouse from all your 
friends, volunteers, and staff at MWHS – 
from Linda Vaccari

In Memory of Carol Anne Musante – from 
Karen Liptak

In Memory of Jax – from Sharon Whitte-
more

In Memory of Jake Hagan – from Sue & 
Gusto with love to ‘everyone’

In Sweet Memory of Zoey Cummings. She 
lived to be 18 & 1/2 years – from Ellen 
Schneider

In Memory of Judith Noonan, formerly of 
Framingham – from Thomas W. Myers

In Loving Memory of Dora and Dusty, 
my first cats, who are deeply missed and 
who gave me a lifelong love of cats – from 
Kayla with love

In Memory of Kelly Quigley – from Kate, 
Vince, Sandy, and Sugar

In Memory of Ann Arsenault of Marlbor-
ough MA – from David Arsenault

In Memory of Trevor Whitham & Moose 
Whitham – from Elizabeth Whitham

In Memory of ‘Zoey’ Cat – from Jennie 
Fierstein and Tom Phillips

In Memory of Madeleine – from Susan 
and Christopher Trottier

In Memory of Jake Hagan. Merry Christ-
mas and Happy New Year! Love to ‘Every-
one’ – from Sue and Gusto Hagan

In Loving Memory of Molly Ahern – from 
Ellen and Greg Schneider

In Loving Memory of Cherryl Reinhardt – 
from Paul and Jane Farrell

In Loving Memory of Shadow, truly the 
best and sweetest kitty. Adopted by Ann 
Trehub from MWHS in 2007 at age 4, 
Shadow chose her person by reaching out 
a paw from her cage in the Kitten Room 
as if to say, you’re mine! She knew exactly 
what she was doing and had the best life 
with Ann for 18 years. Shadow’s love and 
gentle spirit will always be remembered 
and deeply missed – from Carol and Dan 
Shapiro

In Memory of Precious, beloved pet of 
Joyce and Keith Kephart – from Barbara 
Sease

In Memory of Grace & Ordeo – from Sean 
DeWolfe

In Memory Of

In Honor of Princess Gracie and Prince Filipe 
from Milo and Mason. They are hoping their 
siblings find a forever home – from Janet 
Mastronardi

In Honor of Mac & Cheese, my special 
sweetest furry kids – from Linda Vaccari

In Honor of Coco and Bella – from Diane 
Hardin

In Honor of JoAnn Tucker, my hairdresser – 
from Carol Leonard Porreca

In Honor of Julie Cornell who adopted Scooby 
in 2016 – from Eugenia A. Cornell

In Honor of Max Cook, who requested a 
donation instead of a Christmas present – 
from Eleanor and Kevin Collins

In Honor of Josephine Hatton’s birthday – 
from Susan Hatton

In Honor of Simone W. – from Lee Ann 
Brown

In Honor of Eclipse and Belle that I adopted 
from you folks. You do great work! – from Ian 
Gagne

In Honor of Alex Merritt – from Steve 
Cammarn

In Honor of Mary Sammon’s volunteer hours 
– from Michael Kuza, Senior Vice President 
of Middlesex Savings Bank

In Honor Of

In Tribute to Romeo Bigguy – from Nancy 
Moscato

In Tribute to Susie Brady – from Nancy 
Moscato

In Tribute to Bernard and Themal Welch – 
from John Welch

In Tribute to David Hart – from Leslie 
Schofield 

In Tribute to Pam Butcher – from Karen 
Bachrach

In Tribute to Arlene Triolo – from Sean Kielty

In Tribute to Santo and Vito Maffei – from 
Ralph Maffei

In Tribute to Gatto and Zippo Maffei – from 
Ralph Maffei

In Tribute to Stripes, Devil, Binx, and Jenny – 
from Susan Kenna

In Tribute to Sparkle Smith – from Gary 
Smith

In Tribute to Maximus “Max” Edwards – 
from Lisa Edwards

In Tribute to Matt Gustafson – from Anne 
Gustafson

In Tribute to Ruth Potter – from Anne 
Gustafson

In Tribute to Nancy Morrison Wilson – from 
Steve Morrison

In Tribute to Laz, Soup, and Ghost Elwell – 
from Rosemary Bond

In Tribute to Nathan Davis – from Loralee 
Ballas

In Tribute to Beano Beck Bahn – from 
Barbara Beck

In Tribute to Dolly and Isabelle Hamilton – 
from Donna Cohen

In Tribute to Riley Anderson – from Sherry 
Anderson

In Tribute To

Thank You for Your Continued Generosity
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Kiara Alibaeva

Debra Alpert

Julia Altman

Sherry Anderson

Leslie Andrews

Anonymous*

David Arsenault

Karen Bachrach

Loralee Ballas

Maria Balzarini

Thomas & Joanne Barry

Susan Basiri

Barbara Beck

Margaret Becker

Emily Bilodeau

Rosemary Bond

Melissa Brown*

Karen Bushey & Judy Eneguess

Steve Cammarn

Christine Carter

Carol H. Case

Francois Charvet

Alex Choi

Alexis E. Christopher

Priscilla M. Cobb

Donna Cohen

Pamela Cole

Mary B. Colwill

Kathleen Corbett

Eugenia Cornell

Michael Counihan

AnnMarie Demarini*

Emily Deringer

Nancy Deutsch

Leslie Dooley

Todd Eberhart

Lisa Edwards

Kayla Fabry

Alison Fanning & Owen Callen

Paul & Jane Farrell

Amy Faulkner

Oleg Feldman

Jennie Fierstein

Mary Fitzgerald

Marie Fogarty

Carolyn Forest

Kiki Fountain

F. Paul Frederick

Mitchell & Anne Freitas

Colleen Gorman

Corrin Green & Melanie Greenwald

Joann Green

Leon & Ann Green

Victoria Griffin

Ann Gustafson*

Susan H. Hagan*

Sara Handy

Liam Hanley

Lindsey Harber

Diane Hardin

Susan Hatton

Karin Heinemann

Rachel Holland

Caitlin Hughes

Lisa Iorio*

Lisa Jones

David Josselyn & Margaret Day

Taylor Joubert*

Chris Kadlik

Susan Kell & Richard Monroe

Caitlin Kelley

Kristen A. Kennedy

Sean Kielty

Jennifer Klein

Angela Knobel

Jessica Korte

Sarah Kuczmiec

Michael Kuza

Adele & Myles Larson

Meredith Lawlor

Thomas Lee

Joseph Lew

Karen Liptak

Tim Long

Andrew J. Lord*

Ralph Maffei*

Julia Maloney

Janet Mastronardi

Diane McCauley

Joyce Michaelidis

Steven Montana

Lina Moreno & Sara Rico

Steve Morrison

Nancy Moscato*

Judy Mulkern

Lauren Murphy

Sheila Murphy

Thomas W. Myers

Elm Nagy*

Suzanne Nicholas

John M. O’Donnell

Leigh Ostrander

Marc Piquette

Carol Leonard Porreca

Margie Potter & Bill Elizondo

Jane Putnam

Kathryn M. Quigley

Dennis Raynor

Prabashni Reddy

Maura Rodino*

Michela Rosenblum

Elle Ryan

Elyssa Saffrin

Diane T. Scagnelli

Helen Scanlon

Nathan Schaaf

Ellen & Greg Schneider*

Leslie Schofield

Sandra Selvey & Paula Kane

Carol & Daniel Shapiro

Donations
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Margaret & Thomas F. Silva

Robert & Deborah Slotpole

Gary Smith

Lisa Smoller

Natasha Stevens

Avinash Swaminathan

Jennifer Sylvester

Sally Tomassini*

Michaela Trieloff

Chris & Susan Trottier

Linda Vaccari*

Jay & Carol Virshbo

John Welch

Elizabeth Whitham*

Sharon Whittemore

Corin Williams*

Kylie Williams

David Wiseman

Patricia Wong

Deborah Wright

April Yeung

Janet Zaranski

*Denotes multiple donations

Donations (cont.)

Clear the Shelters 2025
Joy Abell

Maria Balzarini

Becca Berger

Lee Ann Brown

Raymond Budge

Melanie A. Carlson

Karen Chagnon

L. Susan Chase

Priscilla M. Cobb

Ana Costagliola

Janice Cunningham

Mark & Dianne Davidson

Christopher & Rhoda Deady

Andre & Nancy Fortin 

Paul, Sallie, Cindy, & Grace Freeman

Barbara Gage

Eleanor Garlisi

David & Karen Gaylin

Lisa Gilman

Emily D. Goldfarb

Mary Hayes

Suzanne Kelly

Susan Kenna

Elizabeth Kilroy

Lara Kuhn

Stephen & Donna Leavey

Mary Lemire

Patricia MacDonald

Steven Mansur

Merrill Martin

Joanne May

Heidi McTernan

Michele Merusi

Michael Mucciolo

Patty Osborne

Mary Rogosky

Ellen Sardonini

Katie Savage

Linda B. Scott

Jane Scott & Larry Tarno*

Carol & Daniel Shapiro

Susan Sprague

Sonia Stingo

Tracey Tranen

Ann Trehub

Chris & Susan Trottier

Linda Vaccari

Katie Varley

Wayne Wright

Giving Tuesday
Maria Balzarini

Bara Blender

Joe Blomer

Alyssa Bowling

Jane Carmody

Christine Carter

Carol H. Case

Alexis E. Christopher

Julie Cornell

Dianne Davidson

Mary Duffy

Andre Fortin

Ian Gagne

Barbara Geller

Leslie Hoerr

Elizabeth Hurney

Terry Krais

Lara Kuhn

Christine Lanotte

Thomas Lee

Karen Liptak

Steven Mansur

Vicky Meretsky

Michelle Moore

S. Aneta Nilsen

Timothy & Karen Ocain

Nick & Mary Opanasets

Deborah Peppenelli

Emma Pistilli

Linda Reffelt



Fitness Together Medfield (sponsor)

Framingham Animal Hospital (sponsor)

Healthy Paws Veterinary Center (sponsor)

Matorin Law Office, LLC (sponsor)

The Optical View (sponsor)

Silk Veterinary Hospital (sponsor)

Sister Thrift (sponsor)

Thrive Pet Healthcare (sponsor)

Joy Abell

Kristine Adams

Jakob Adamson 

Mary Alves

Stephanie Alves

Tyrone Alves

Anthony Ambrosino 

Karen Anderson

Richard Andreozzi

Jackie Avery

Maria Balzarini

Steven Basler

Freya Beinart

Perry Bent

Deede Bergeron

Cynthia Berghman

Jocelyn Bertoni

Amanda Bettencourt

Kaley Bigelow

Karen Bigelow

Nicholas Bloksberg

Marisa Bono

Helene Botzer

Jonathan Botzer

Vicky Lascano Brienza

Joanne Brody

Debbie Bronson

Lee Ann Brown 

Mackenzie Bryne

Jean Bui

Sue Callahan

Jasper Cat

L. Susan Chase 

Paul Chatalbash

Amanda Chester

Karen Cirrito

Kimberly Coale

Lisa Cody

Paul Cody

Richard Cody

Louise Cofield

Patricia Coningford

Edward Cotugno

Moira & Russ Cranshaw 

Cliff Cronan

Amy Cronin

Pat Crow

Christian Cusack

Alison Daley

Bonnie Davidson

Dianne & Mark Davidson

Tim Davidson

Leslie Davies

Luann Demers

Nancy Deutsch

Laura DiBernardo

Chris Doig

Jennifer Dragon

Kathy Dunn

Kate Dylewsky

William Dylewsky

Lorraine Eakin

Theodore Elattrache

Linda Engle

Cathy Erickson

Jean Esposito

Elise Estes

Ben & Lisa Fabry

Kayla Fabry

Lisa Fama

Dan Fauxsmith

Elissa Feinstein

Emrah Fejzic

Jordan Feldstein

Paul Ferns

Adrien Fitzsimmons 

Steve Flanagan

Nicholas Flanders 

Greyson Ford

Andre Fortin

Dianne Foster

Chistine Foti

Lola Freitas

Krystal French

Cheryl Friedman 

Donna Fruman 

Cathleen Gallagher

Eleanor Garlisi

Diana Giancola

Bobby Gibbons

Colleen Gorman

Hope Goslin

Daniel Goulet

Marjorie Gove

Calendar Photo Contest

15

Giving Tuesday (cont.)
James Rogers

Katherine Russo

Michelle Schatz

Janet Schreiber

Jane Scott & Larry Tarno

Carol & Daniel Shapiro

Deborah Sharkey

Kathy Shine

Lisa Smoller

Mary-Anne Tratchel

Ann Trehub

Faith Witte
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Calendar Photo Contest (cont.)
Adam Gowaski

Paul Guyon

Carol Hamilton

Yulia Hamilton

Beth Harrop

David Hasenfuss 

John Heaphy

Annmarie Henninger

Paula Hero

Cynthia Hilgren

Gail Hill

Bill Hodge

Alison Horne-Rona

Lisa Huban

Caitlin Hughes

Emmanuel Idi

Kerry Jackson

Hirum Jamiel

Joe Jeffrey

Hannah Jensen-Sizelove

Mark Juedeman

Anthony Juliani

Ahmed Kamal

Bill Kane

Lisa Kennedy

Kelly Korb

Mae Krajewski 

Kathy Lague

Jim Lambert

Kaylee Lambert

Shannon Langer

Patricia Law 

Nolan Leach

Joan E. Leary

Karen Leary

Annabelle Lebas

Audrey Lee

Jeng-Shin Lee

Sophie Lee

Thomas Lee

Lisa Liberatore

Janet Lincoln

Cinny Little

C.A. Loebe

Sara Luvisi

Mary MacDonald

Patricia MacDonald

Scott MacDowell

Denise Machado

Kristen Mansur

Steven Mansur

Sandra Markowitz

Jari Martin

Nancy Martinelli

Joanne May

Laura McCann

Andrea McCarthy 

Mike McCarthy

Steven McCarthy

William McFall

Laura McGinty 

Amanda McGuire

Lori McKellar

Ian Mochrie

Katrina Mochrie

Michelle Moore

Anthony Moosey

Jennie Morehouse

Mary Moss

Eric Moura 

Michael Mucciolo

Leslie Murphy

Richard Nason

Patty Nelson

LJ Nelson Byers

Suzanne Nicholas

Diane Noke

Rose O’Brien

David & Gayle Paleologos

Angie Parks

Ethan Parks

Gracin Parks

Vaibhavi Patel

Alison Pedraza

Karyn Philblade 

Jessica Pineault

Carol Pisano

Nancy Pollard

Sarah Price

John Proctor & Rhonda Blair

Heather Pruiksma

Holly Rabnott

Christine Rank

Anna Rausch

Danielle Rausch

Ronni Rausch

Lane Rebelo

Linda Reffelt

Arie Regan

Michelle Reid

Mary Roberts

Rachel Roder

Donna Roessler

Karen Roys

John Ryan

Biddy Sabusawa

Paul Sarkis

Katie Savage

Susan Savage

Nathan Schaaf

Carol Schechter

Karen Schlosberg

Jane Scott

Jane Scoty

Jennifer Seibert

Emily Seminerio

Joan Serio

Allyson Shapiro

Carol & Dan Shapiro

Elissa Shapiro
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Holiday Appeal 2025
Kristine Adams

Joanna Alexander & Kyle Johnson

Julia Altman

Russell & Ellen Arnold

Taylor Autiello

Chuck & Carmita Baker

Maria Balzarini

Antoinette Beksha

Amanda Bergeron

Robert Bernasconi

Jean Berry

Lorie Blazys

Sharon Bornstein

Allan Bould

Thomas Bradford

Mary Ann Breen

Darlene & Paul Brown

Melissa Brown

Walter Cady

Jennifer Cammarn & Alex Merritt

Mary A. Casali

Karen Chagnon

L. Susan Chase

Alexis E. Christopher

Donna Cohen

Eleanor & Kevin Collins

Sean DeWolfe

Leslie & Mark Dooley

Laurence & Donna Doucette

John Faiman

Paul Farrey

Barry & Theresa Fasciano

Peter & Janet Feil

Ralph & Donna Fisher

Joyce Flaherty

Susan M. Ford

Paul, Sallie, Cindy, & Grace Freeman

Barbara Gage

Anne Gibbs

Marla Gold

Ashoke & Susan Goswami

Stuart Hamilton & Betty Pomerleau

Josephine Hatton

Jo-Edith Heffron

Gail Hill

Marilyn Hodges

Lisa Hood & Robert Pantano

Donald Hovey

Sheila Jewett

Nancy Johnson

Robert Jordan

Timothy Jung

Susan Kell & Richard Monroe

Melissa Kenny

John & Donna Kiley

Karen LaFrance

Katherine & Michael Lague

Adele & Myles Larson

Meredith Lawlor

Jenine Lawton

Karen Leary

Stephen & Donna Leavey

Corinne Levesque

Calendar Photo Contest (cont.)
Elisa Shaw

Stephanie Shinas

Chuck Singleton 

Bob Sisoian

Tim Sjoberg

Alexandra Slezak

Dean Slezak

Donna Smith 

Debbie Snow

Lynn Sommer

Linda Spellman

Heather Stadler

Janet Stanton

Andrea Sullivan

Heather Sullivan

Jenn & Michael Sylvester

Robert & Jane Sylvia

David Tallman

Jane Tempesta

Stacie Tersoni

Susan Thomas

Joanne & Glen Timmons

John Tomaiolo 

Kristen Tomaiolo

Matthew Tomaiolo

Cheryl Townsend

Tracey Tranen

Ann Trehub

Leslie Troise

Madeline Twomey

Linda Vaccari

Francesca Valastro

Liz Vara

Katie Varley

Holly Ventura

Lorri Ventura

Jennifer Vinal

Stjepan Vrbic

Tiffany Wallace

Meghan Walsh

Kat Waskevich

Carrie Westherbee

Jillian Winterkorn 

Stewart Wohlrab

Dana Wright

Wayne Wright

Sophie Yang

Joseph & Katie Schindall Yasi

April Yeung

Anne Youngs

Syin-Ying Yu



Craft Fair Sponsors
MutualOne Bank
Middlesex Savings Bank
Framingham Animal Hospital
Roche Bros
Stop & Shop
Shaw’s
Sister Thrift

Corporate Donations
DAG Concessions – DBA Boston Events/
Kayem BBQ Food Truck (Craft Fair)
National Grid USA Service Company – In 
Honor of Kayla Fabry’s volunteerism
MathWorks
Middlesex Savings Bank
Nestlé Purina Petcare Company
Pet Supplies Plus
Sister Thrift

Foundations
America Online Giving Foundation

American Endowment Foundation Donor-
Advised Fund – In Honor of Michael H. 
Welles and Leslie S. Price

Bright Funds Foundation

Charities Aid Foundation of America

Cummings Foundation Community Giving 
Award

Fidelity Charitable Donor-Advised Fund – 
In Honor of Mrs. Irene Bloomstein

Fidelity Charitable Donor-Advised Fund – 
In Honor of the Jane Carmody Charitable 
Account 

Fidelity Charitable Donor-Advised Fund – 
In Honor of Norman Satanoski

Fidelity Charitable Donor-Advised Fund – 
In Honor of Tracey Tranen

Givinga Foundation

Givinga Foundation c/o Harry Poppick

Greater Good Charities (Clear the Shelters 
2025)

National Philanthropic Trust c/o Robert J. 
Carpenter & Karen B. Maloney

PayPal Giving Fund

Matching Gifts
Baird Foundation, Inc., Associate Match – In 
Honor of Amanda McGuire

Digital Federal Credit Union – In Honor of 
Lily Champagne

National Grid – In Honor of Jenn & Michael 
Sylvester

Grants
DAFgiving 360 - Grant from The Gernhard 
Family Greater Good Fund c/o Tasha and 
Nick Stevens

C.E. & F.S.A. Foist Foundation 

Felicia Rose Grant Program

Town of Ashland Fall Boston Athletic 
Association (BAA) Invitational Grant

Wish List
Thank you to all who have so 
generously donated items to 
our wish list, all of which have 
benefited our shelter cats. 

Holiday Appeal 2025 (cont.)
Dawn Levy

Sandra L. Lipchus

Karen Liptak

Natalie & David MacKnight

Lorraine Mangione

Roberta Mazocco

Desmond McCarthy

Marie McDonough

Linda McGrath

Roger & Joyce McNeil

Anthony & Angela Meninno

Janis Mondano

Linda Montesano

Robert & Sirkka Moore

Francis & Ann Mores

George Morgan

Kara Nadeau

Jacqueline Neville

Annaliese R. Newman

Holly O’Brien

John M. O’Donnell

Joan & Steven Ouellette

Jay & Gail Pearlstein

David & Adele Pietrantoni

Mark & Julie Ponusky

Jeffrey Prince & Lisa Giallonardo

Susan Rae

Linda M. Reffelt

Robin Robison

Eileen Roche & Stephen Donegan

Suzanne G. Rodkey

Mary Rogosky

Janet E. Saad

Brian & Leslie Sanford

Norman Satanowski

Diane T. Scagnelli

Jane Schelong

Katherine Schelong

Linda B. Scott

Barbara Sease

Carol & Daniel Shapiro

Elissa G. Shapiro

Oleg Silkin

Kevin & Mary Slamin

The Donna L. Small Rev. Trust

Nicholas & Natasha Stevens

Michael Steves

Suzanne Stumpf

Richard & Susan Sullivan

Terrence & Mary Thoman

Jo-Anne Thompson

Maureen Tiberio

Cheryl L. Townsend

Tracey Tranen

Paul Tuohy

Elaine & Joseph Tuson

Linda Vaccari

Edward & Arline Westerman

Michael & Marilyn White

Patricia Wong
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